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Melody M. Brown, PhD, LMFT
Curriculum Vitae


EDUCATION

Syracuse University.  Syracuse, New York. Doctor of Philosophy in Marriage and Family Therapy.  2017. 
	Dissertation: “In Our Own Words”: The phenomenological exploration into the African American experience of relational therapy with White therapists
	
	Awarded the Syracuse University Doctoral Prize-2018

Northeast Louisiana University.  Monroe, Louisiana.  Master of Arts, in Marriage and Family Therapy.  1997. 

University of New Orleans.  New Orleans, Louisiana.  Bachelor of Arts, in Psychology.  1993.

LICENSURE

LMFT - Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, Conferred on January 5, 2006 by the State of Colorado, Board of Marriage and Family Therapist Examiners. License number 737.
PROFESSIONAL AFILLIATIONS

American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy-Clinical Fellow (Approved Supervisor in Training)

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Assistant Professor, Counseling Program. Spring 2019 – Present. University of Colorado Denver. Denver, CO. Teach family therapy courses, internship, and practicum. Build and oversee internship program for couple and family therapy/counseling students. Serve as liaison for community internship sites.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Adjunct Faculty. Fall 2013 – Fall 2018. University of Colorado Denver. Denver, CO.  Provide clinical group supervision and oversight of internship sites. Monitor progress in internship sites through contact with site supervisor and site visits.

Faculty Member/Clinical Supervisor. Fall 2004 – 2014. Denver Family Institute. Denver, CO. Provide clinical training in Marriage and Family Therapy through experiential learning and group supervision. 
Courses include:
Applied Cultural Competency -course designed to enhance knowledge and experience in negotiating the contexts of cultural differences within the therapeutic process. Therapists in training encouraged to identify and challenge their beliefs, values, and behaviors while assessing their impact on the therapeutic process.
Couples I. Co-facilitated - teaching therapists to create a safe and therapeutic space with effective use of self. Subjects such as the emotional regulation of the therapist, the therapist’s ability to maintain maneuverability and leadership with high-conflict couples, and the therapist’s ability to isolate personal biases which could impact the process are discussed. Students are encouraged to have an experiential and/or somatic understanding of conducting couples counseling.


ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

Director of Foster Care.  April 2010 – August 2011. Adoption Alliance.  Denver, CO.
Manage program budget. Supervise staff in placement and case management duties.  Ensure the safety of foster children in placements by maintaining regulatory standards and practices.  Conduct homes studies and maintain small caseload.  Recruit and license foster families. Provide training on fostering traumatized children and respecting the cultural differences of marginalized youth in the foster care system.

Project SUCCESS Supervisor. April 2010 – August 2011. Denver Children’s Home. Denver, CO. Manage grant application process and was awarded grant funded SAMSHA approved drug prevention program in collaboration with East High School.  Maintain budget.  Supervise Staff. Train and educate parents on program and curriculum.

Director of Community Based Services. July 2007 – April 2010. Denver Children’s Home. Denver, CO.  Provide clinical and administrative oversight for six clinical and community-based programs.  Programs include In-Home Therapy, Therapeutic Emancipation, After School, and Community Outreach programming. Collaborate in creating equitable practices for children of color in the child welfare system. These programs collectively account for nearly $1 million of the overall $5.5 million agency budget. 

East Denver Collaborative, Family to Family Site Coordinator. December 2006 – July 2007. Denver Children’s Home. Denver, CO.  
Established community partnerships throughout the East Denver region.  Maintained a collaborative relationship with Denver Department of Human Services to prevent out of home placement. Maintained program budget. Provided clinical and administrative supervision.

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE

Owner, Systemic Solutions, LLC. June 2013 – Present. Denver, Colorado. 
	Provide couple, family, and individual therapy. Provide clinical supervision to post-masters therapists pursuing licensure as marriage and family therapists or professional counselors. Provide systemic training and consultation to individuals and organizations on social justice and issues of power, privilege, and oppression.

Clinical Supervisor/Psychotherapist. August 2011 – December 2018.  University of Colorado Denver.  Denver, CO.
	Provide clinical supervision for practicum students in the CPCE program. Maintain a caseload of up to 25 clients and provide crisis counseling to CU Denver students. Collaborate with university stakeholders to ensure the academic success of the student body. Develop and facilitate harm reduction groups for Auraria campus students.  Specializing in supervision through a systemic and social justice lens where space is created for underrepresented populations. Consultation with faculty, programs and departments in developing infrastructures and practices that embrace diversity within higher education institutions, clinical training settings, and community stakeholder organizations.

 Family Therapist/Clinical Assistant. 2002 – 2006. Denver Children’s Home. Denver, CO. 
	Conduct individual, family, and group therapy with adolescent males in residential setting using a systemic theoretical approach to treatment. Attend court proceedings to provide clinical recommendations based on the client’s/family’s history of progress. Coordinate and facilitate staffings with families and collateral contacts.  Provide emergency clinical interventions with high risk behaviors.  Develop treatment and plans and reporting on progress made.  Coordinate transition plans for residents’ return to the community.  Act as Treatment Leader in the event that the current Treatment Team Leader is unavailable.

Family Therapist.  July 2001 – September 2002.  Savio HBI, Inc. Colorado Springs, CO. Provide intensive in-home therapeutic services to children and families at risk for foster care placement.  Services include the provision of daily case management and weekly family therapy sessions using the Multi-systemic therapy model.

Family Therapist.  August 1999 – May 2001. Syracuse University. Syracuse, New York. Provide counseling and psycho-educational training through Catholic Charities, Brighton Family Center, and Job Connections, which are affiliates of Catholic Charities.  Conduct group sessions with adolescent girls focusing on raising self-esteem, providing job readiness training, and resolving interpersonal relationship issues. Develop support group assisting non-custodial fathers seeking entry or re-entry into the workforce.  This position was specifically designed as a community based graduate assistant position.

PUBLICATIONS

Brown, M. M. (2017). “In Our Own Words”: The phenomenological exploration into the African American experience of relational therapy with white clinicians. (Dissertation). Retrieved from ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global.

Addison, S. M. & Brown, M. M. (2002). Working with couples on ethnicity and sexual identity:  The “parts” interview.  The Therapist’s Notebook for Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Clients.

Addison, S. M. & Brown, M. M.  (2002). Creating a cultural and sexual genogram.  The Therapist’s Notebook for Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Clients.

Brown, M. M. & Addison, S. M. (2002).  Knowing you, knowing me:  Sexual identity and the couple.  The Therapist’s Notebook for Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Clients.

Brown, M. M. & Addison, S. M. (2002). Who am I really:  Understanding the intersection of sexual and ethnic identity.  The Therapist’s Notebook for Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Clients.

Brown, M. M. & Addison, S. M. (2002). Creating a “Thicker Description”:  Understanding Identity in mixed-identity relationships.  The Therapist’s Notebook for Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Clients.

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS/GUEST LECTURER

Estrada, D. & Brown, M. M. (2019). Classroom Healing: Attachment repair in our multicultural world. American Family Therapy Academy Annual Conference. Oakland, CA.

Brown, M. M. & Chen, C. (2018 April). Ethics in working with Individuals, Couples, & Families. Guest co-lecture, course: Family Therapy Theories. University of Colorado Denver, Denver, CO.

Brown, M. M. (2018 April). Conceptualizing Formal Presentations. Guest lecture, course: Advanced Assessment and Treatment in Family Systems. University of Colorado Denver, Denver, CO.

Brown, M. M. & Chen, C. (2017 November). Ethics in working with Individuals, Couples, & Families. Guest co-lecture, course: Family Therapy Theories. University of Colorado Denver, Denver, CO.

Brown, M. M. (2017 November). Clinical Supervision: Expectations and considerations. Guest lecture, course: Strategies in Agency Counseling. University of Colorado Denver, Denver, CO.

Brown, M. M. (2017 October). African American Dynamics in Relational Therapy. Guest lecture, course: Advanced Assessment and Treatment in Family Systems. University of Colorado Denver, Denver, CO.

Brown, M. M. (2016 October). African American Dynamics in Relational Therapy. Guest lecture, course: Advanced Assessment and Treatment in Family Systems. University of Colorado Denver, Denver, CO.

Brown, M. M. (2016 February). African American Dynamics in Relational Therapy. Guest lecture, course: Advanced Assessment and Treatment in Family Systems. University of Colorado Denver, Denver, CO.

Brown, M. M. (2015 September). Complex Ethical Issues in Counseling. Guest lecture, course: Counseling Issues and Ethics. University of Colorado Denver, Denver, CO.

Brown, M. M. (2015 April). African American Couples in Therapy. Guest lecture, course: Social Work Practice with Couples. University of Denver, Denver, CO.

Brown, M. M. (2015 January). Child Abuse Reporting. Guest lecture, course: Advanced Assessment, Theory and Treatment in Family Systems. University of Colorado Denver, Counseling Program, Denver, CO.

Brown, M. M. (2014 September).  African Americans in Relational Therapy with White Clinicians. Guest lecture, course: Multicultural and Diversity Issues in Counseling Individuals and Families.  University of Colorado Denver, Counseling Program, Denver, CO.

Brown, M. M. (2014 May). African American Couples in Therapy. Guest lecture, course: Social Work Practice with Couples. University of Denver, Denver, CO.

Brown, M. M. (2013 May). African American Couples in Therapy. Guest lecture, course: Social Work Practice with Couples. University of Denver, Denver, CO.


Brown, M. M., Howard, M., Parrish, D. L. (2009 October). Demystifying the African American Client: Tools, Strategies, and Interventions to Address Overrepresentation of African American Clients in the Child Welfare System.  Child Welfare League of America National Conference, Breckenridge, CO.

Brown, M. M. (2008 May). Disparity and Disproportionality in Child Welfare. Curriculum Co-Presented on behalf of the National Child Welfare Leadership Institute, Seattle, WA.

Brown, M. M. (2007 September). Working with African Americans with HIV and AIDS. Contracted Training Presented for Diverse Management Solutions, Denver, CO.

Brown, M. M. (2007 July). Keynote Address. Annual National Facilitator’s Conference. Hosted by Annie E. Casey Foundation, Denver, CO.

Brown, M. M. (2005 June).  Diversity training:  An introduction to working with the LGBT Community.  Training presented to Adams County Internal Treatment Team, Denver, CO. 

Brown, M. M. (2005 April).  Diversity training: Working with the African American client. Training presented to University of Phoenix, Denver, CA.

Stonefish, L., Clarke, D., Harvery, R. M., Brown, M.M., & Hardy, K. V. (2003, October). Doing Relationships:  A clinical pathway to therapeutic development. Institute presented at the 61st Annual American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy Conference, Long Beach, CA.

Clarke, DeMarquis & Brown, M.M. (2002, October). Unbreakable Attractions: the Resiliency of African American Couples. Roundtable presented at the 60th Annual American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy Conference, Cleveland, OH.

Boyd, C. J., Whitman, J. S., Hollingsworth, L., Didelot, M., Noffsinger-Frazier, N., Raina, K., Shulman, J., Addison, S. M., Brown, M. M.,  & Astramovich, R.  (2002, March).  Counseling Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Clients:  Exercises that Enliven the Treatment.  Presentation based on upcoming publication The Therapist’s Notebook for Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Clients:  Homework, Handouts, and Activities for Use in Psychotherapy, presented at the Annual American Counseling Association Conference, New Orleans, Louisiana.

Harvey, R., Brown, M. M. & Addison, S. M.  (2001, June).  Negotiating Diverse Identities. 
	Presented at the Fourth Annual In The Family Conference, San Francisco, California.

Brown, M. M.  (2001, April).  Working with African American Families.  In-service presented at Catholic Charities, Syracuse, New York.

Brown, M. M. & Johnson, L. A. (2000, November).  Dismantling Stereotypes within African American Couples. Roundtable presented at the 58th Annual American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy Conference, Denver, Colorado.

Brown, M.M. & Gruber, R. (1997, August).  Family Mentoring.  Training workshop presented at the West Monroe Community Center, West Monroe, Louisiana.

Svenonius, K., Brown, M. M., Thies, A., & Lucas, A. Y. (1996, October).  Duck 	Duck Goose.  Presented at the Louisiana Counseling Association State Conference, Lake Charles, Louisiana.

Svenonius, K., Brown, M. M., Thies, A., & Lucas, A. Y. (1996, November). 
	Duck Duck Goose.  Presented at the Northeast Louisiana Association for Marriage and Family Therapy Monthly Luncheon, Monroe, Louisiana.









